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been any snch danger. In all our history there has never
been a time when preparedness for war was any menace to
peace. On the contrary, again and again we have owed
peace to the fact that we were prepared for war; and in
the only contest which we have had with a European power
since the Eevolution, the war of 1812, the struggle and all
its attendant disasters, were due solely to the fact that we
were not prepared to face, and were not ready instantly
to resent, an attack upon our honor and interest; while the
glorious triumphs at sea which redeemed that war were
due to the few preparations which we had actually made.1'

"The danger is of precisely the opposite character. If
we forget that in the last resort we can only secure peace
by being ready and willing to fight for it, we may some day

have bitter cause to realize that a rich nation which is sloth-
ful, timid, or unwieldy is an easy prey for any people which
still retains those most valuable of all qualities, the soldier-
ly virtues."

"Preparation for war is the surest guarantee for peace.
Arbitration is an excellent thing, but ultimately those who
wish to see this country at peace with foreign nations will
be wise if they place reliance upon a first-class fleet of first-
class battle-ships rather than on any arbitration treaty
which the wit of man can devise."

"A really great people, proud and high-spirited, would
face all the disasters of war rather than purchase that base
prosperity which is bought at the price of national honor.?>

* < Cowardice in a race, as in an individual, is the unpar-
donable sin, and a wilful failure to prepare for danger may
in its effects be as bad as cowardice. The timid man who
cannot fight and the selfish, shortsighted or foolish man
who will not take the steps that will enable Trim to fight,
stand on almost the same plane."

"As yet no nation can hold its place in the world or can

do any work really worth doing unless it stands ready to